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Jiraphatr Jiraborvornpongsa

I am Jiraphatr Jiraborvornpongsa, a first-year master’s
degree student in Kyushu Institute of Technology’s Department
of Creative Informatics, from Thailand. Since September 2023,
I got an opportunity to come and study in Japan thanks to the
Monbukagakusho scholarship. Before I come here to study in
Fukuoka, I have been to Japan 3 times which were twice in high
school to Tokyo and once in January 2023 as part of the Sakura
Science program in lizuka. I always feel wonderful to visit Japan
because of the people, food, culture, atmosphere, and many other
aspects of Japan. Japan is one of the most beautiful and favorite
country I have ever been to, I like the atmosphere that makes
everything looks clean, tidy, and charming. Japanese food is
great and offers a wide variety, most of which I like. Although b |
Japanese people are very shy, they are incredibly nice and honest at the same time, which is
adorable but may occasionally make it difficult to get along.

After received bachelor’s degree in Robotics Engineering from Thailand, I chose to
continue my studies in Japan since this country is well-known for being among the most developed
and futuristic in the world and is now working on development of an autonomous flapping robot
project. In addition to studying and working on my robot project, I love to participate in activities.
Since I arrived, I have joined Kyukodai Festival in the international tent, where I assisted other
foreign students from countries like Malaysia, China, and Thailand in preparing their native food
for people who joined the festival. Soon after, Ohtake lab, my laboratory, organized a robotics
education program for elementary school students. The program included games that allowed kids
to control the robots we had built. Additionally, Kyutech offers a variety of events for international
students on the three campuses to participate in activities together. Some of these activities are
field trips such as sightseeing Miyajidake Jinja shrine, picking up Mikan at Taiyo-En, taking part
in an international friendship celebration at Tobata campus, touring the LINE company in Hakata,
being an International Volunteer to speak English to Japanese students, and traveling to New York,
USA, where participants visited sites and attended classes in classrooms with American students.
Moreover, since I am in the technology and robotics field, I also had a chance to join a robotic
team for the tomato robot competition in Kyutech Wakamatsu campus. [ was assigned to help the
senior as he worked on robot’s gripper.

Living in Japan has generally been a good experience for me. Given how similar Asian
cultures are to one another, I have no trouble integrating myself into Japanese culture. One issue I
have is the language barrier, most of the locals are not able to speak English while I can hardly
speak Japanese either. Sometimes the language barrier gets in the way of my interactions with
other people, such as some miscommunication that occurs at restaurants, stores, or places where
communication is needed. Fortunately, translators are available these days to assist us speak with
Japanese people. Although it is more difficult, it is the best option available for accommodation.
However, Japan is a very excellent place, especially lizuka, and I am glad I came to study here.

,11,
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My name is Niraj Pahari, and | was born and raised in Nepal. In 2021, | came to
pursue my doctoral degree in Artificial Intelligence at the Kyushu Institute of
Technology. | am grateful to be under the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science, and Technology (Monbukagakusho/MEXT) scholarship
provided by the Government of Japan.

My hometown, Pokhara, is a tourist city that attracts around 480,000 visitors
annually. With a population of 599,504, Pokhara sits at an elevation of 822
meters above sea level. Renowned for the Phewa Lake and the majestic
Annapurna range, Pokhara offers breathtaking views. The Annapurna Range
boasts three of the world's top ten highest peaks, and the reflection of these
peaks on Phewa Lake is a sight to behold. Additionally, Pokhara serves as the
gateway to famous trekking routes such as the Annapurna Circuit, Annapurna
Basecamp, and Mardi Himal Trek.

Reflecting on my experience in Japan, | arrived during the Covid-19 pandemic.
Upon entry, | underwent a one-week quarantine in Tokyo before arriving in
lizuka. lizuka turned out to be quite different from my expectations; it is a

Student Life in Japan -12-



~ Niraj Pahari

tranquil town with warm and welcoming people. This eased my adaptation
process in Japan significantly. | am grateful for the support | received from my
professor, university staff, and members of the lizuka Culture Exchange Center,
which made me feel at home. My labmates and friends at the university also
played a crucial role in helping me navigate the Japanese education system. |
am fortunate to have the opportunity to learn in one of the world's leading
countries in technology.

In addition to my academic pursuits, | actively participated in local activities. |
had the pleasure of attending the Hakata Dontaku Festival with fellow
international students, providing me with valuable insights into Japanese
culture. Furthermore, | participated in the lizuka Yamakasa Festival as part of
the Futase Nagare team, which was both challenging and enjoyable.
Additionally, | engaged in various activities organized by the lizuka City Hall,
further integrating myself into Japanese society.

May 4, 2023 62nd Hakata Dontaku Port Festival

Student Life in Japan -13- 2
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