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(From Russia with Love)
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The last days in Russia before my departure in Japan I felt my self as Moori Mamoru before his
flight. I was going to stay for the year in the country, I knew nothing about. I asked many people,
and all answers were not the same. In particular, I was told that English is quite enough for
everyday communication and that the only thing, I will be needed at winter in Kyushu is the
sun-proof umbrella. One can easily imagine my first impressions, when I have seen snow in Narita
at March and found out, that immigration officer speak Japanese (and a little bit Russian) only.
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But time passes rapidly, I
study Japanese here and
consider the climate in Japan
as rather soft. My first
impressions are covered up by
a large amount of a new ones.
And when I return to Russia,
I will be talking for a long
hours about marvelous
landscapes, how permanently
busy but always ready to help
people and about the beauty
of Japanese women. But
every time I will ask myself,
have I really learned Japan
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even a little bit? AREZEYICT (HEBELERE)

Here everything is surprising, everything tends to break up one's previous conceptions. The
symbols of country, which is famous by its industrial progress are not Toyota or Sony, but sakura
and Fujisan. One can return home is warm autumn evening and leave it in snowy winter morning,
but the flowers in front of the window are beautiful under a snow as well as under the sun. The
history is not just a museum exhibit, but the root of Present success and future progress. I don't
know, what do I really know about Japan. I just thankto my fate, that I had the chance to try to
learn it.




Reality vs. Reality: A confusing face of Japan

Arnold P. Siboro

Department of Electronics and Computer Science
Faculty of Information Engineering
Kyushu Institute of Technology

Before you came to Japan, what image did you have about Japan? Did it change after you came to
Japan? I believe we all had images of Japan, though perhaps blurred ones, and often those images which
were seen from outside Japan changed after we became the resident of this country.

I found it interesting that as an Indonesian I have two conflicting images of Japan. After many
generations humiliated by the Dutch, Japanese imperial forces came in 1942, defeated the Dutch and
began one of the most dark stages of Indonesian history. At schools in Indonesia, pupils are continuously
taught this fact, and their minds are always kept fresh of the brutality of Japanese imperial forces. I still
remember vividly the emphasis made by my teachers and text books, that 3 years of Japanese occupation
did much more pain and destruction to Indonesia than the hundreds of years of Dutch occupation. I
remember my grand mother retelling her experience hiding a Dutch when Japanese imperial forces came to
her village, despite the fact that both sides were Indonesia's enemies. This is one image I have about
Japan: a country of cold-blooded people who thought all other Asians were morons.

On the other side, due to Indonesia's enormous natural resources, after independence in 1945 Japan
quickly became one of Indonesia's biggest trading
partners. We sell our natural resources to Japan, and we

& buy Japanese electronic products and vehicles. We are

i soon surrounded by Japanese products, and Japanese

gé names like Suzuki, Honda, Toyota, Nissan, Matsushita,

Hitachi, etc., are seen and heard so often that we rarély

think them foreign. As an Indonesian I feel Japan is our

close ally. This is another image of Japan that I have: a

great country, friendly and full of technological wonders.

Then in October 1993 I landed in Tokyo, thinking it
was only a 4-month stint at a Japanese language school in
Kita-Shinjuku. I have never imagined leaving my half-
completed study at home and beginning a new one in this
country of strange language and script. But there I fell in
love, no, not with Miss Tokyo I met at a banquet held by
the Governor, but with Japan as a whole. After a lot of
struggle, I decided to forget my study at home and to stay
here in Japan. The people I met were nice and friendly.
What a wonderful country, I thought. Well, I did lose 3
bicycles, 4 umbrellas and a piece of 10,000 yen during the

Any resemblance to Eiffel Tower is purely coincidence ... four years I'lived here, but this country is still safer than
my hometown.



As 1 live in this country, I pay more attention to the news about Japan. I began to realize that
Indonesia was not the only place where Japanese imperial army wrecked havoc. China and Korea
underwent bloody occupation too. And from time to time some Japanese politicians insisted that Japan did
nothing so wrong there. It was like they were saying, We were just helping you, idiots!

Now, am I confused or am I confused. Both sides are reality. The news shows me thing, while my
interaction with the people shows me another. It is said that quite many foreign students graduated from
Japan and said, I have enough of this country. They find they could not love Japan. I regret that this
phenomenon exists The two images of Japan that I have and the two realities can really confuse foreign
residents of Japan, including us foreign students. But in my opinion we need not be confused. As in my case,
the negative image I have about Japan is history. It is a fact that could not be denied. But, it is history.
War is never kind. War is never human. While the negative reality is an undeniable face of Japan, it is
also mostly an artificial one. It is shaped by politics. Politicians have vested interest in their statements.

I sometimes said to my Japanese friends, "Thanks for your tax money." because the Monbusho
scholarship fund I use comes from their tax. Once I said this to my professor, and he jokingly (I guess!)
complained that he had to pay so much tax money, and I used it to travel around. But Monbusho is
spending the money rightly. I have fallen deeply in love in Japan. When Indonesia is driven by people
like me, Indonesia will understand Japan better, and will prefer Japan (We might even make Japanese
official language of Bali island ... ). But for this to become reality with most foreign students here, we
need to sort out our confusion about Japan's faces. And I am thankful that our Japanese friends in and around
this campus are always working in that direction. I look forward to an environment where we interact
with each other as world citizens, leaving sad history behind and going forward for a better world.
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Bangladesh — Country Profile

Bangladesh has been described as a new state in
an ancient land. Historians believe that the region
now known as Bangladesh was settled in about
1000 B.C. by Dravidian-speaking peoples. About
1200 A.D., Muslim invaders supplanted existing
Hindu and Buddhist dynasties in the region. 1757
to 1947 was marked by British colonial rule, after
which Bangladesh became known as East Pakistan
and a part of Pakistan. In 1971, after nine
months Liberation War, Bangladesh emerged as a
sovereign state.

Bangladesh is proud of her recorded history
traceable to the fourth century B.C. (late Jomon
period in Japan), with clear evidence of a flour-
ishing civilization consisting of cities, palaces,
temples, forts, seats of learning, and monasteries.
From the earliest times Bangladesh was known
to the Europeans, particularly for her Muslin, the
finest fabric the world has ever produced.

Bangladesh is located in north-eastern part of
South Asia. She is bounded by India on the
west, north and the Northeast, Myanmar on
the Southeast and the Bay of Bengal on the
south. The country has a landmass of 1,48,393
square kilometers (about 40% of the size of Japan)
criss-crossed by many rivers.

The major rivers are the Ganges/Padma, Brahma-
putra/Jamuna, Meghna, Karnaphuli, and Teesta.
Bangladesh has one of the most complex river
systems in the world numbering about 230 with
their tributaries having a total length of about
24,000 kilometers. The extensive river systems are
fundamental to the country’s economy and the
people’s way of life.

The climate of Bangladesh is characterized by high
temperature and high humidity, heavy rainfall and
marked seasonal variation. The average rainfall
during the monsoon ranges between 1200mm to
3400mm. The humidity can reach 99% in July,
while its lowest level is 36% in December. Average
winter temperature ranges from 10°C to 12°C and
average summer temperature ranges from 28°C
to 40°C.

Bangladesh, the home of Royal Bengal Tiger,
contains greater biodiversity than that of many
countries taken together. Indeed few countries

Debatosh Debnath
Postdoctoral Researcher
Kyushu Institute of Technology

in the world can match her rich and varied
plants and animals which are not only a unique
biological phenomenon but are also a great nat-
ural resource of the country. Bangladesh has
some of the world’s most fertile agricultural lands
accounting for abundant growth of various crops.

As per the census of 1991 Bangladesh has a
population of 111.5 million. 88.30% of the
population is Muslim, 10.51% Hindus, 0.59%
Buddhists, and 0.33% Christians. The remaining
0.27% consist of tribes. Almost all the people speak
and understand Bangla. English is widely spoken
and understood.

Bangladeshis are essentially simple in nature.
They are always noted for their hospitality and
friendliness. Generally speaking, rice, vegetables,
pulses and fish constitute the main diet of the
masses, the vast majority of whom live in the
country’s villages. A cotton . lungi and a jersey
called kurta are the common attire for men in rural
areas. The urban people have, however, largely
adapted to western costume. Sari is women’s
universal dress, both in the cities and countryside.

Bangladeshi women are traditionally adored for
their beauty and elegance. @ They are now
increasingly adapting themselves to changing
needs of time; working shoulder to shoulder with
the men-folk in fields, factories and offices. In
fact, they can be found in all professions and there
is no exclusive male domain. Agriculture and its
related fields still provide the main livelihood of
the people. The expanding industrial and service
sectors together with trade and commerce offer
increasing alternate occupations for the people.
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Why I Came to Japan
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First time when I came to Japan 2 years ago, I never thought that I will stay here for a long time. I
just be a traveler, traveled around the beautiful place and visited somewhere that I am interested in. But
life always accompanied with unexpected thing. I became a foreign student of Japan last year. Now I
have to stay here for a long time, maybe 2 years or much longer.

In fact, I do not know why I came to Japan exactly. My Japanese is poorer than my English. I also
hate beat busy traffic in Japan, and Japanese manner always confuses me. It is hard to find a reasonable
reason to explain why I came here. Only one explanation is that Japan is very similar to my country. I
believe I can get some helpful experience back to my homeland.

The attempt to find a purpose is not an easy work for me. I always do something I just want to do. I
believe I make no mistakes, my error will be portals of discovery. So I believe I will not regret I chose
Japan to study abroad. Maybe after many years when I get older, I will miss the lifeful days during I
studied in Japan.
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Japanese Class(Free of Charge!!)

X 2 ot A KRic

Grammar Conversation Reading Writing
HAEHE BA%EE
Informations of Japan Studies out of Classrooms
7K H (Wednesday) + 8 H (Saturday)
B ZHARE B : Rl a=F 1S —
(EB:5:0948-22-2196) (BEE:0948-22-3274)
at Futase Kominkan at lizuka Community Center 3F
(Telephone:0948—22—2196) (Telephone:0948-22-3274)
a— X (Course) : a2 — Z (Course)
1. #¥# (Introductory Course) 1. V&RUIGH
3:00 p.m. ~ 4:00 p.nm. (Introductory Course & Applications)
2. & (Intermediate Course)
4:00 p.m. ~ 5:00 p.nm. 1:30 p.m. ~ 3:00 p.m.
K H (Holidays): A B (Holidays) :
£ H (National Holidays) - £ H(National Holidays)
B 5 KEH - {5 1TEH
(The 5th Wednesday of the month) (The 5th Saturday of the month)

FERAMHKZR [LARRACOEZT | BRI LARBACOZZT |
Textbook: Introductory Course [ Shin-Nihongo no KisoI | ¥2, 580
Intermediate Course [ Shin-Nihongo no Kisoll |  ¥2,600
M, 7+ 2 FMURECZAETY.

Note: Testbook will be on the students’ own expenses.

EARE - (PR (EEE : 0948-29-3403)
Contact Person: Ms.Ito(Telephone:0948-29-3403)
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Cultural Exchange

Plans and activities to get to know Japanese society, tradition, culture, etc.

1. Flower Arrangement At Futase Kominkan on 1st and 3rd Monday
From 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m., free of charge. Instructor : Miyoko Tanaka

2. Japanese Dance At Futase Kominkan on 1st,2nd and 3rd Wednesday of the month.
From 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m., free of charge. Instructor : Seiteru Hanabusa.

3. Cooking, Embroidery,
Tea Ceremony etc. Planned by wives of the Friendship Network members. For information,

please contact us. Staff : Mine, Nishihara, Nakano,
Tsugawa, Chigiwa, Saito. Tel : 22-7744 (Mine).

4 . Home Visit Visit to Japanese house and make friends. Details later.
Staff : Mine,Chijiwa. Tel :22-7744 (Mine).

5. Business Study Speech by corporate executives, company and factory visits, etc. as well as
research presentations by foreign students and exchange of ideas.

At Community Center, Room 303, every 2 months.
Staff : Inoue. Tel : 29-0655
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Editors' Closing Remarks

mER1RAC

First of all, we would like to dedicate our thanks to everybody who have helped us in the making of
this issue. We would also like to express our gratitude to the the Friendship Network of lizuka for their
support and to Futase Kouminkan for all their help. We feel very lucky to be in lizuka surrounded by these
warm people, and we really enjoyed the hanami, hanabi, hanani, hanafi and all the parties (not
necessarily in that order). All these events have also given us the opportunity to interact with other
Japanese and learn more about their culture and way of life. We hope that this relationship would
last. Although most of us would not be here after we finished our studies, we are sure that our life in
Japan would always be in our memories.

As this is only the second edition, there is always room for improvements and we would gladly
welcome any ideas or suggestions. Please note that all mispellings and grammatical errors in this issue
are intentional.

PS: Any complaints regarding this closing remarks should be addressed to Arnold Siboro, as he had
tampered with the original text...
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