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Dear foreign students and citizens of lizuka city.

It is my pleasure to greet you all as the new president of the Kyushu Institute of
Technology Foreign Student Association, campus lizuka.

In Tizuka campus, there are 70 students who came from 17 different countries. I
think that being in Japan is an extremely valuable chance for foreign students to get in
touch with the Japan’s unique culture and traditions, as well as for the Japanese to
know about the culture of other countries. That’s why I invite you to be in contact with
the foreign students.

For us, foreign students, Japan’s culture is very different from the one we are used
to and with which we grew up. For that reason, sometimes I think we bother Japanese
people, because suddenly we don’t know what do id a situation that is very common for
them. Specially, I think that the most difficult thing for us is the Japanese language,
and I think it's because of the number of characters: Every time I compare the number
of characters in the alphabet we use in Mexico against kana and kanji, I always think
“Wow! The Japanese are amazing!”

On the other hand, it seems like English is very difficult for Japanese people, and
they do look a little bit dissatisfied about it. I've heard a lot of comments like “It is a
shame that we study English for 6 years (3 in junior high school, 3 in high school) and
we can’t speak fluently”. But, that we are foreign students it doesn’t necessarily mean
that we all are good at English. For instance, I am from Mexico, and my native language
is Spanish. Mexican people study English for 6 years too, just like Japanese people, but
even so almost no one can speak English there. For that reason, if you have the chance
to speak with a foreign student, don’t be shy and give it a try! We are also doing our best
in Japanese language, so use that chance to know each others culture and traditions.

Speaking about FSAI (Foreign Students Association in Iizuka), it exists to help
and support foreign students while they are in Japan. In order to accomplish that, we
plan various activities through the year, like sports tournaments and trips, just to
mention a few. However, even with plans done, we can’t do anything without everyone’s

participation. That’s why, as the president of FSAI, I would like to give you advice:

Participate and get involved in FSAI activities as much as you can. If the number of
people is reduced, then the number of plans will be reduced as well.

If you are worried about something, you have a problem, a question or whatever,
please let us know. Remember that you are far away from home and that in Japan

things may not work as in your country, so trying to solve a problem by yourself can



be very difficult sometimes.

Use this one-in-a-life chance to get in touch with people from other countries. Of
course it is important to be with people from your country, but think that you may
never have the chance to make friends for other countries.

Learn Japanese language as much as you can. Official information is always sent in
both, English and Japanese, but there are some cases where the information comes
from the source directly in Japanese and it is not translated. Besides, it will make
your life in Japan much easier.

Information about FSAI is mainly sent by email, so get used to check your email
often. Your mail address is registered in the mail list since you become a student of
lizuka campus.

Take care of yourself, especially about health.

For citizens of lizuka city: From now on I think we will be asking you a lot of

questions, so “yoroshiku onegai shimasu”.

I wish that each of you use this opportunity to become a go-between of your

country and Japan, and also that you have a meaningful and great time in Japan.

Yours truly

Manuel Medina
President of FSAI 2005-2006
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Story of Abukun

Dr. K. A. Bava, Researcher KIT

Abukun was born as a disabled child without legs and one arm at Ponnani, Kerala state,
India on 2204 August 1996. His full name is Aboobacker Sidheeq Akbar.

It was a long time quest for his parents to find some facility for Abukun to move around.
It was so sad for his parents, relatives and friends to see him immobile in disabled
condition when all the children in his age are going to school, playgrounds, and other

places.

They knocked all the doors for the support to get him mobility, especially to make him
go to school in his school-going age. But, all were helpless to help him as his case was

very rare in nature with extreme disability.

Personally, Abukun’s father is my friend so I also was approaching all the available
sources for some help for him. When I moved to KIT, I knew from Mr. Kermene about Dr.
Nawata and his service and help to foreign community in lizuka. He introduced me to
Dr. Nawata and presented Abukun’s case to him in the end of 2003. Dr. Nawata kindly
agreed to consider Abukun’s case and discuss the matter with his friends and colleagues.

Later, he arranged the visit for Abukun and his family to Japan.

Finally, Abukun and family arrived in lizuka on 20th April 2004. Dr. Nawata arranged a
consultation for Abukun with Sekson center (Spinal Injury Center) experts. They
proposed to design an electric wheelchair with a joystick so that he can operate it with

his 3 fingers available on his only one arm.



As the cost for the electric wheelchair and training at Sekson Center are very expensive,
it was a big task to Dr. Nawata and his group to mobilize such a big fund within 2
months. Japanese TV and newspapers gave a good coverage for Abukun project to
provide him a wheelchair to go to school. Many kind people in Iizuka came forward to

help the project.

Finally, Dr. Nawata was successful in mobilizing that huge fund from his friends and

well-wishers in Tizuka.

It was the happiest moment for Abukun and his parents to possess an electric
wheelchair. Now he is able to move around, go to school, or any other places with

nobody’s support.
Abukun and his parents went back to India from Japan in July 2004 with his new -
wheelchair, many gifts from his new friends in Japan and remarkably with a laptop a
gift from Dr. Nawata. Their hearts were full of thanks and gratitude to Dr. Nawata, his

friends, colleagues and all other well-wishers in lizuka for their kind help towards him.

Now Abukun is going to school in India with his wheelchair with nobody’s support.



Introducing the red in green...
Mohammad Rubayet Hasan

International media rarely focuses Bangladesh, my homeland, unless there is a big accidental
event or a devastating natural disaster. As a result, internationally, Bangladesh is either not
known at all or known as a tiny little country of South East Asia, overburdened with political
volatility, poverty, flood or cyclones. But I would like to say that what you see in the media is just
not all about Bangladesh. There are many things, behind those troubles, that are worth
mentioning and we can still be proud of. In this article, I would like to share some of those things
with our friends here in lizuka.

First of all, I should be blamed if T do not start from the story how we started the journey as an
independent nation. The reason is that there are few countries in the world that paid so much for
independence. Although our war of liberation lasted for just about 9 months (in 1971), the cost
was very high. Three million people sacrificed their lives for the sake of their motherland. The
armed struggle and mass resistance, during the war, was
actually a culmination of a series of events ran for many
years since Indian Subcontinent freed from the colonial rule.
One of the most notable of those events was the language
movement in 1952, which is considered as the seed of our
independence war. The language movement itself is a
marked event in our national life. This is the only example in
the world where people gave their lives for saving the
mother language. If you ever go to Bangladesh and stay
there in the 21* February, you will see a beautiful scenario all over the country. Starting from the
very early morning, peoples of all ages and all professions, queues for miles after miles to visit
the Shaheed Minar (martyrs' memorial) to pay tribute to those who gave their lives for Bangla,
while singing a special melodious song in the memory of the language martyrs. The 21 February,
which is now recognized as the International Mother Language Day (introduced by UNESCO),
also reminds us about the rich and diverse cultural tradition and heritage of Bangla and its peoples.

In fact, the history of Bengali culture is much older than Bangladesh itself, dating back to
hundreds of years. The rich and unique cultural traditions are reflected by a variety of festivals
taking place throughout the country, even today. Although some of those festivals are linked to
religious traditions, they are usually enjoyed by the most if not all, by some means. Here, I would
like to introduce one common festival observed by all Bangladeshis regardless of races or
religions. The Bengali New Year day, celebrated on the 14™ of April, is such a wonderful event
for all Bangladeshis. We call it ‘The Pohela Boishakh’. As I said earlier, all special days in
Bangladesh starts from very early morning. The fresh atmosphere of the early morning refreshes
the minds of working people, giving us special festival feelings. So, the New Year day also starts
early. In the capital Dhaka, central arrangements are made in a big park, a historical place. People
from all over the city moves to the place. Women dressed with yellow colored ‘sari’ with red
lining and men dressed with cream colored ‘Panjabi and Pajama’. Singers start the day with one
special song, welcoming the New Year and continue all along the day, group by group.



And as the morning grows, lively and colorful rallies with
dancing participants, take over the city, awaking almost all
city dwellers. You would see fairs arranged everywhere,
almost one in every square kilometer, giving you an
excellent opportunity to buy traditional hand made items in
very cheap price.

Food is an indispensable associate of all festivals in
Bangladesh. In the New Year day, the tradition is to eat
‘Panta Vat’ (rice kept in water overnight) and fried ‘Ilish’ (the national fish of Bangladesh).
While in the rural area, women make hundreds of varieties of sweets and cakes to welcome the
New Year. It is generally believed that if you eat good food in the first day of the year, you will
be able to carry on it throughout the year. Now, that you might be little curious about our
everyday foods. Generally, we are habituated to take spicy food every day. The main food is rice
and curry. One day, one of my Japanese friends was asking, don’t you fell boring eating curry
everyday? 1 was thinking how I could make him understand that there are so many kinds of
curry!!! We make curries from any kind of raw materials like fish, meat, vegetable, egg etc.
Moreover, little change in the composition and texture of curries make many different tastes.
Unlike most of the countries, where seawater fishes are most common, freshwater fishes are a
great resource of Bangladesh. There is a popular proverb that ‘Bengalis are born for fish and rice’.
Interestingly, if you go the villages, still you will find families, who only need to buy salt and oil
from the market. All other things, starting from spices to meat, they produce by themselves using
the land and water resource they own. Can you imagine how it feels, when you are taking a
delicious lunch, with all ingredients produced domestically!!!

You would have probably noticed that I have hardly spoken about the natural, historical or
artificially made resorts of Bangladesh. Actually, today I am purposed to talk about the people of
Bangladesh rather than its scenic beauty. You may find a pretty nice tourist spot in almost every
countries of the world, but you may not find an opportunity to have a real touch of indigenous
culture and traditions. In this regard I am very happy to mention that the people of Bangladesh are
extremely cordial to their guests. You cannot leave any ones house without having at least a cup
of tea. Offering foods and drinks is a kind of mandatory social custom. Even the poorest person
of the country, from a far remote village, will offer you the last pot of rice or the last drop of
drinks he has, in spite of the fact that, he might have to starve after that.

Bangladeshis, in general lead a very social life. Unless we have an unavoidable circumstance, we
live with our parents and other first relatives, in a joint family, after growing up and after getting
married. The senior members of the family are obeyed, respected and taken care of by the junior
members of the family. Visiting relatives and friends is a matter of every week, if not every day.
Friend circles used to gather somewhere every evening and can pass hours after hour gossiping,
while taking tea. It is customary that everyone wants to pay the total bill after taking something in
a group in the restaurants.

So, these are just few examples, by which I tried to describe my fellow country people, an
extremely emotional nation, which demonstrated courage, generosity of the heart and sacrifice,
several times throughout the history. I feel proud of my country people, not for those so-called
political leaders or few big fishes, but for my majority farmers, fishermen or workers, who
actually built ourselves as an independent nation, giving us a national flag, the red rising sun in a
green landscape....



Asian Tsunami

A great earthquake occurred on Sunday, 26 December 2004. The magnitude 9.0 event was
located off the West coast of Northern Sumatra. This is the fourth largest earthquake in the world
since 1900 and is the largest since the 1964 Prince William Sound, Alaska earthquake. The
earthquake had a depth of 10 km.

The earthquake triggered massive tsunamis that affected several countries throughout South and
Southeast Asia. The tsunami crossed into the Pacific Ocean and was recorded along the west coast
of South and North America. Tsunamis also occurred on the coasts of Cocos Island, Kenya,
Mauritius, Reunion and Seychelles. The earthquake was felt s in Banda Aceh and Medan, Sumatra.
It was also felt in Bangladesh, India, Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Singapore, Sri Lanka and
Thailand.

In a few short hours, these waves transformed a beautiful tropical morning into a horrific scene of

death and destruction. Hundreds of thousands of people lost their lives; many thousands more
became homeless and thousands of children were orphaned. The death toll from the Asian tsunami
disaster had been reported to 226,566 and more than 35,000 others missing in 11 countries affected
by the Asian tsunami. And 500,000 are injured, and 5 million are rendered homeless. UN
estimated that $150.8 million will be needed to provide food for the homeless in the tsunami
affected areas soon after the tsunami happened.

One of a major tsunami effected country is Sri Lanka. The latest official death toll stands at more
than 30,959, and 5,563 people were missing, 15,196 people had injured and 403,245 displaced
after the decisive disaster. But there is still no accurate estimate from some of the worst affected
areas. Rescue and relief workers continue to search for bodies among the wreckage. The 1200km
(68%) of its 1770km costal belt was completely damaged (Figure 1). Twelve of the fourteen
coastal districts, were affected, only in the North-Western region the damage was minimal. The
island has never experienced a devastation of this magnitude, whether natural or man-made, in its
recorded history.

In India the Andaman Islands, Nicobar Islands, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Chennai, Andhra Pradesh
were all affected. At least 10130 people were dead, 364200 were displaced and 5600 people were
missing from the tsunami.

With half of the casualties being reported from Sumatra, Indonesia. Indonesia remains the worst
hit country, with 163,978 people dead or missing. According to the National Disaster Relief
Coordination Agency, the number confirmed dead was 126,915 people while 37,063 were listed as
missing. Figure 2 shows the effected areas in Banda aceh,

In Thailand, this caused great loss of life and destruction to buildings and infrastructure in the
popular resort areas of Phuket, Phi Phi Island, Krabi, and other smaller islands in that vicinity.
Along the eastern coast of Phuket island, waves crashed over Rassada Pier as passengers were
waiting to board ferries for Phi Phi Island. The Laguna Phuket was protected from a direct hit by



the headland to its South and thus spared the serious damage reported from other areas of the
island. Total number of dead was 5305 , total number of missing was 3498 in Thailand.

The Maldives's only international airport on the tiny island of Hululle reopened early on 27
December, after workers pumped out water that had inundated the runway. The entire island of
Dhiffushi, a prime tourist destination, was submerged and would have to be rebuilt.

In Myanmar damage was reported only in the southern archipelago, with minimal to no impact
reported at Ngapali, Chauntha, and Ngwe Saung beaches.
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Figure 1 : Tsunami effected areas Sri Lanka
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Figure 2 ;Devastation to Banda Aceh on the island of Sumatra as a result of the tsunami caused
by the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake
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