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If my life is a canvas, then what kind of picture am I painting?
Let me introduce my favorite Chinese poet, Li Bai.
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Traveling is hard!

Traveling 1s hard!

So many forks in the road-

Which one to take?

A great enterprise must find the right moment;

1 hoist my sail into the clouds and cross the mighty ocean.

Li Bai was a promising young man. People those days expected him to take up a government
post, which was the common path for the talented young man, but it was not to be. He served
the emperor briefly, but was dismissed from court within two years because of his unpredictable
behavior. Wondering was a life-long habit for Li Bai. Although declining in health, he continued
to travel during the last years of his life. Legend told us that he drowned when he was in a boat
one night, and was determined to embrace the moon that he saw reflected in the waters.

1 love Li Bai and admire his genius. I want to paint my life on a blank canvas just like Li Bai
wrote poetries in his life time. My new life here in lizuka has just started. Last month I came to
Japan from Dalian for study. Life in Dalian has many things to do with Japan. My senior high
school which I'm proud of was built by Japanese architecture at first. When you walk through
the streets of Dalian, you can see many footsteps of Japanese people everywhere. But very few
Chinese people know who Japanese people were and what they were dreaming of. I am curious
to know that. So T am here. To my surprise, Japanese people know China much more than we
do. I watched so many TV programs concerning China and its people and saw soc many books
about China and its culture at book stores of Japan. I wonder what a difference between two
countries is. One of my friends said to me, “If we want to know about us profoundly, go to
Japan!”

1 am bravely enough to say that I prefer a hard road just like Old Li Bai did. I could have
passed a prestigious university of China, but I want to cross the mighty ocean.

Now is the time I must find a great enterprise and now is the time I must hoist my sail into
the world. My expectation on studying in Japan is so huge that I must take care of myself not to
drink wine too much and go forward step by step and one by one, which Li Bai failed to do.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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Yoisa! Yoisa! Yoisa!

Hi, everyone. First of all, I have a question to ask.  What is the thing Japanese people
like most? Baseball? Soccer? Sumo? No.No. The answer is, of course, festivals. In
our town, lizuka, we have a festival called “Gion Yamakasa.” When July comes, I become
restless, itching to go outside and carry the Yama, or a float. Do you know the origin of our
festival? It originated 280 years ago, when a bad plague was spreading in the western part of
Japan. And it caused a lot of damage to the agricultural products. People at the time prayed
to God to save their lives and products. That was the origin of our festival.

Festivals in our time are varied in nature and held in various parts of the world.
I, as an authority of festival research, sometimes ask myself the next question, “What is the
reason why festivals are loved so much around the world?”

I am sure our ancestors have the answer. They firmly believed in God, but needless to say,
God was an absolute being.  So, they tried to get near to almighty God. Festivals made it
possible for them to do it. They thought that God didn’t exist in ordinary space, but in
extraordinary space. However, festivals were the only occasion when God and human beings
existed together at the same time. On top of that, human beings didn’t forget to enjoy
themselves. This was a way for them to vent their frustrations. In this way, they indulged in
the festivals. ,

By the way, have you ever seen lizuka Yamakasa festival? Oh, it’s superb.  We carry the
Yama which is 7 meter in length, 2 meter in width and about one ton in weight. We start from
Noso Hatimangu Shrine and run 2.2 kilometers, shouting , “Yoisa,! Yoisa! Yoisa!” People along
the street splash water on the carriers so that they can rush to the goal quickly and safely.
When you concentrate on carrying the Yama, your worries, troubles, and misgivings will
disappear.

You will feel nothing. You might call this being in a state of mental ecstasy. During this
time, a sense of unity or human bond is being developed among the people who are carrying the
Yama and even the people who are splashing water.

Nowadays, it is often said that lizuka has being suffering from the economic depression.
Sorry to say, there are lots of closed stores along the Honmachi Street. Every time I join the
festival, I always feel we are all strongly and warmly bound together by love for our town,
“lizuka.”

1 am sure that we will be able to overcome this depression by the force of carrying the Yama

together.

Thank you for listening.
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Now! Everyone. What country do you think I am from? China? Korea? Or maybe
dapan? The other day, I had a chance to attend a meeting for Asians with my friends. There I
couldn’t tell who was from what countries. In other words, I couldn’t tell their nationalities by
their appearances.

To me this brought home the fact that our roots are almost the same. After that, one after
another a lot of uncontrollable worries came to mind. “Why can’t we live friendly together in
spite of the same roots? ” “What in the world causes Korean and Japanese to fight over
Takeshima Islands? ” “Why on earth are the Chinese and Japanese fighting over Senkaku
Island” And “Why did the people in China attack the Japanese restaurants and department
stores in a row ? “ “Why do some Japanese try to justify the damages they caused to Asian
countries during the World War I1?” These kinds of questions continuously appeared in my
mind, and went out of control. At last I found myself questioning my own existence.

“Who on earth am 1?7 7 “Who are my ancestors ? 7 They may be Chinese, Korean or
Japanese. Nobody can tell. Some people tend to say without much consideration, “ Be kind
to your neighbors and let bygones be bygones. ™ This easy-going attitude will lead us nowhere.
It doesn’t help us to find a common ground on which we can stand together. Needless to say,
we have to face our Asian history and learn a lot of lessons that are hidden there. For example,
some problems related with the conflict between Korea and Japan still remain deeply rooted
even in the small region of Chikuho. More than 100 years ago, many Korean people were
forcibly brought to Kyushu and were ordered to work in the coal mines of that region. They
were deprived of their home towns and human rights. Who is it that can compensate for this
crime?

Another incident that I can’t forget is the Nanking Massacre. Many Chinese commoners,
including old people, women, and small children, were killed by Japanese soldiers in the
Chinese capital, Nanking. This is an undeniable fact. Japan sacrificed China in order to
promote its imperial profits and interest. Again, in this case, who is it that can make up for
this crime?

Being confronted with these problems, I have no idea how I should behave. I'm being
overwhelmed by these historical facts. I have no clue how to find the way out.

By the way, please look at my costume! This is, of course, a traditional Chinese costume. 1
have an idea. How about trying on a Chinese costume and imagine what it would be like to be a
Chinese. It is certainly important to assert yourself, but it is no less important to try
understanding other people and feel the same way they do by putting yourself in their shoes.
This Chinese costume seems to give me a key to approaching the difficult problems that I
thought were overwhelming me.

Now I have a goal that I aim to accomplish in the future. I would like to do something for
Asian countries. So, someday I would like to go to other Asian countries and live there for a

while. Then I will put on their clothes and learn their languages. Because through direct
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Sometimes I think, “Why am I Japanese? Just because I was born in Japan?, My parents are
Japanese?, I have a typical Japanese face? I speak Japanese?”

I experienced an exchange year in Germany where someone who I didn’t know would often
look at my face and say “Hey, Chinese!” Every time they said that, I said to myself, "’'m
Japanese, not Chinese.” I am very proud of being Japanese.

One day in history class, I learned about Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It was mentioned in a tiny
article in our history book called “What happened in Asia during the World War II ?” Of course,
my history teacher asked me “How did you learn about it in your country?” We spent so much
time learning about this nightmare on earth. My grandfather is a survivor of the atomic
bombing in Nagasaki. Unfortunately, his life was too short. He died when my mother was a
little girl. His sister was also a victim of the atomic bomb, so she told me her tragic experience.
However, I couldn’t answer the following questions by my teacher. “Why did America carry out
the atomic bombing?” “What do Japanese people think about it?” “Why does Japan have a
friendship with the enemy?” Even if I could speak German fluently, those questions were too
difficult to answer. I was embarrassed that I couldn’t explain the most unforgettable event in
Japanese history even though I am Japanese. Then I thought, could you be Japanese if you
didn’t know about Japan?

One day, my geography teacher asked me to make a speech about the tsunami that struck
Japan two years ago. He said “You came from Japan so you must know about it, that’s why I
asked you”. Honestly, I didn’t have enough knowledge for the speech because my hometown had
not suffered much damage from the tsunami. I searched and collected information about this
disaster as much as I could. For the students to see the real truth I showed an effective
documentary in which many vicious waves had swallowed up and swept away lives. They all
were speechless, surprised and fear showed on their faces. However it changed the way they
looked at Japan. One of the students told me, “I thought I never wanted to go to Japan, however
there are many people who believe that Japan can revive. They helped and supported each
other, regardless of generation, profession, or rank. What a beautiful story!” I felt very satisfied
with that in some ways.

Every exchange student can be an ambassador for their country. When you go abroad, you
might learn a different language and culture. However, you have to know your own culture. You
have to be Japanese before you get along with your surroundings. You have to show Japanese
culture. I regret not having learned much about my own country before my exchange year.
What will you do when you are asked about your own country by a foreigner? Can you proudly
introduce your own country? It would be a dishonor if you disappoint your country. I'd like you
to be interested in your own country, and be proud of being Japanese.
contact with the people and cultures there, I hope I can find a way for us to live and cooperate

together in peace. ,
Thank you for listening.
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