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I like to use a computer. I want to make a lot of good computer programs in the
future.

When I was little, I've learned English Conversation for one year. I thought that
English was very interesting then. So I was interested in it. I've used English in
various places since then.

I study English every day. Do you know why I study English hard every day ?
It’s because I want to make computer programs for the people around the world. I
think that English is needed to make the programs for the people in foreign
countries. So, English is very important for me to realize my dream.

Before, I didn’t know what I should do. But, I have a good idea now. It is
MUSIC ! Why? I think that music is a common thing all over the world. I love
music. I sing songs at school almost every day.

I like “Vocaloid”. I knew “ Vocaloid “ about 4 years ago. It means “ like a vocal”. Do
you know “Hatsune Miku”? She is a virtual idol. Her voice is made by a computer.

I sometimes make and sing songs when I feel happy or sad. So, my friends
sometimes ask me to make original songs. I enjoy doing it very much.

One day I thought that I want to make computer programs of music like
“Vocaloid”. I hope that all the people who listen to my music enjoy it. I hope that
everyone communicates to each other by my music. I want a lot of people in various
countries to sympathize each other by listening my music. So, my music will make
world peaceful. So, My music can make a lot of smile all over the world.

Thank you for listening.
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I love the beautiful nature in Japan.

Ilived in Saitama nine years ago at that time.

Saitama was full of nature.

In spring, beautiful flowers were in bloom in the field and in summer there were
many insects. I could hear the frogs croaking.

In fall, I could see the golden yellow ears of rice swaying in the field.

In winter, the trees were preparing to welcome the coming season.

But suddenly, construction began and a lot of new apartment buildings appeared.
The scenery that I loved so much was vanishing gradually. I was so sad.

When I was eleven years old, I moved to Iizuka city.

Tizuka city was full of nature.

There were beautiful trees, mountains and rivers .

I didn’t want that beautiful scenery destroyed.

Iizuka city holds many events targeted at environmental conservation.

I joined one of these events. That was Eco-sta lizuka in 2012.

Schools, local people and companies presented their activities for the welfare of the
environment.

I reported about recycling used paper.

In addition, I planted salmon fries in Kengeiji river with members of the
Ryuo-Yamasato-Kawanokai.

I want to keep this river clean and I hope the salmon will come back again.

I took part in the clean-up campaign and cleaned my local area.

To reduce the garbage, I didn’t use plastic battles but use my own water reusable
bottle.

When I go shopping at the supermarket, I bring my eco bag.

From now on, I'm going to do volunteer work aimed at the environmental
conservation such as collecting rubbish and cleaning Onga-river.

Life cannot exist without nature.

It is essential to our existence and therefore, humans must do more to protect our
planet and its nature.

That's why I want to be a biologist in the future.

So I'll study more about nature and I will do my best for conservation within our
society.
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Hello, everyone.

I'm going to tell you about my dream.

Do you know who scriptwriters are?

Scriptwriters are writers for movies and dramas on TV.
I want to be a scriptwriter.

Do you know why I want to be a scriptwriter?
Scriptwriters are very cool for me.

I think when you watch dramas, you watch actors and actresses carefully.
But I pay attention to their lines.

I'm very interested in lines.

I like Nojima Shinji the best.

He is a Japanese scriptwriter.

He is an attractive scriptwriter.
He wrote many scripts such as " 49 "," ASHITA MAMA GA INAI",

"ONIICHAN GACHA " and " ARUJA-NON NI HANATABAWO".
They are wonderful.

I was very excited.

Nojima Shinji makes dramas I want to watch.

I like to watch his dramas very much.

He is great because he supports actors and actresses in the background.
He makes actors and actresses shine.

I want to make stories like him.

Some people go to a training school to be scriptwriters.

Some people try to make moving scripts.

But only a handful of people can be scriptwriters.

It is very difficult for me to be a scriptwriter right now.

But I never give up.

My family and friends support me a lot.

I'love them very much.

I want to make stories about family and friendship in the future.
Thank you for listening.
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“Look ! Up in the sky!

It’s a bird.

It’s a plane.

It's Superman.”

These are the famous words from Superman. Oh, how I wish I could transform
myself into a being like Superman in a minute.

When I was a child, I was not as good a girl as my parent expected me to be. My
mother was divorced and had to bring up her two children by herself. I was not
helpful, being rebellious and selfish. She used to be worried about me all the time.
At that time I knew in my heart that I was wrong and was giving her a lot of
trouble. But I couldn’t change my way of living. So I had a strong desire of
transforming myself into a good girl.

This chance came when I entered my high school. 1 decided to turn over a new
leaf. I went into, so to speak, a small telephone box like Clerk Kent and changed
myself. An entirely new person appeared from there. First thing I did after I
entered my high school was to show my gratitude from the bottom of my heart.
My mother always made my lunch and sent me to school by car. So I never forgot
to say “thank you,” every time she did something for me. She has never given up on
me for hopeless. Not only to my mother but also to my grandparents, my friends
and my teachers, I always said “thank you ” for their kindness.

Another thing that enabled me to transform myself is the dream I have had since
I was a small child. I don’t know why, but I have a strong natural affection toward
all animals, whether they are cats, dogs, lions, or seals. I can’t resist the
temptation of touching them, once I see them. So my future dream is to become a
veterinarian.

I didn’t know how difficult it is to become a vet. You have to study very hard to
achieve this dream. Therefor I changed my way of studying completely. I never
depended on memorizing when I studied, instead I asked myself why. 1 tried to
find theories for everything I learned. When something was beyond my
understanding, I lost no time in asking my teachers about it. In this way I
managed to find a lot of satisfaction in studying. And this new attitude in



learning contributed to my transformation. Yes, from here, too, an entirely new
person appeared.

But I can’t say I had fully succeeded in transforming myself. Far from it.
Sometimes I tried to go back to my former self. Sometimes I couldn’t take it any

more. And I found myself complaining as I used to do. Thus I have changed my
way of thinking. When I find some unreasonable things, I try to express my
feelings honestly. When I can’t accept what other people say, I make it a rule to
ask them why. Then I can understand them more deeply. And it helps me to be
free of stress. This way of thinking has encouraged me to transform myself.
Before I finish this speech, I would like to refer to my dream again. When it
comes to affection towards animals, nobody is my equal. When I touch dogs and
cats, I feel very invigorated. When I go to a zoo and am surrounded by animals, I
feel relaxed and joyful. I heard that George Bernard Shaw, a Nobel Prize winning
writer, once said the words to the following effect. As long as a man continues to
kill animals, a war will never be eradicated. These words can be taken in this way,
too. If we stop killing animals, a war will be eradicated in this world. I would
like to contribute to promoting happy life of the people in this world, by

transforming myself into a being like Superman.

Thank you for listening.
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Have you ever thought about the meaning of the word, “Arigato?” There may
be a lot of interpretations for this word. My interpretation is quite unique. We
tend to complain about hardships we face. But in my case, I am usually grateful
for the hardship I face because it gives me a chance to grow up. I have had such
an experience in Guam. But before I begin my story in Guam, let me talk a bit
about myself.

When I was small, I tried to hide myself in the safe surroundings protected by
my parents. [ didn’t want to break my shell and go out of it. I was an obedient
girl, doing everything my parents wanted me to do. But I couldn’t bring myself to
do anything more than that. Yes, I was a reserved and passive girl at that time.
But when I was in the 5t grade, my parents said to me, “We are going to Guam
next year.” 1 felt like I was being expelled from my secure paradise. Well,
Paradise Lost.

The hot weather, the blue sky, the blue sea, and free atmosphere. But I couldn’t
take them as they were. In Guam I still adhered to the Japanese way of thinking.
Neither the sky nor the sea was so blue to me. The largest barrier there was the
language, English. The school I went to was for Japanese. But I had never heard
English spoken so fast. I couldn’t understand it at all. And the people there.
They were so carefree. I couldn’t understand why they behaved like that.

But before I knew it, I got used to the hot weather, blue sky, the blue sea and
nice atmosphere. English that seemed spoken so fast sounded nicely. I began to
talk with my friends in English. There was one episode that showed the change in
my way of thinking. I participated in a summer camp under the guidance of
University of Guam. One day during the camp, we went hiking on a mountain,
and came down to a quite wide river. There was no way but to wade across the
river. Oh, we had a hard time. Our clothes and bags became completely wet and
muddy. But it was such an exciting adventure to us. Oh, my goodness. Walking
about ten minutes after that, we found a strong and splendid bridge over the river.
Several months ago, I used to grumble about this kind of thing. But then, I was
satisfied with the adventure I had gone through.

After three years in Guam, I returned home and unknowingly went back to my
protected, comfortable world. I was considered to be a reserved and passive girl
like before. And contently I hibernated for one year.

After that, my high school life began, and I was thrown into a new circumstance:
new friends with high aims and new teachers with first-class teaching methods.
Here I asked myself, “What do I want to do in the future?” This question revived
my memories in Guam. My ability of speaking English came back to me at that
moment. And I transformed myself back into a positive and carefree type of
person. I began to participate in various kinds of activities, for example volunteer



activities and research groups. I had a chance to do a homestay in Australia,
experiencing foreign culture again and enjoying speaking in English again. After
that, I studied for the English proficiency test, grade pre-1. Surprisingly, I
succeeded in passing the test.

Now about my future aim. I would like to do something for Guam. I hear that
this island has many problems, such as the way to protect native culture and
language, and the way to keep peace and order. I am going to major in
international affair, focusing on education. From this point of view, I would like to
contribute to Guam. Using this bilateral relationship, I would like to tackle
international affairs in a much broader point of view, while working for the United
Nations.

The hardship in Guam has brought me a lot of good luck. I should say “Thank
you for the hardship, Guam!” “Arigato”

Thank you for listening.
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Kairos’ forelock
H1OADHE

.-}_"

&

‘Have you ever seen this picture? This is a picture of Kairos, who is referred to as
a god of good luck. Look at this picture closely. He has no hair on the back part
of his head. His hair is only on the front part of his head. So you have to be very
careful when you try to catch him. If you fail, there is no way to catch him from
behind. Because there is no hair for you to catch him by. Yes, good luck is
fleeting and disappears in an instant. Here in my speech, I'm going to talk about
how I tried to catch Kairos by the forelock.

When I was a small boy, my curiosity drove me everywhere, say, into bushes, into
ponds, or into rice fields. I couldn’t go back home straight from school. The road
I used to go along was full of wonders. Frogs, spiders, dragonflies, and what not.
Yes, it took me a long time to get back home. One day I saw something moving
under a bush. I didn’t hesitate to jump into it and tried to catch something moving
underit. Canyou imagine what I held in my hand? It was a snake. I took it to
my house, and tried to watch him for a long time. And when I was unguarded, I
noticed a bite on the finger. “Ouch! It did hurt.” When I was disappointed, my
mother said to me, “Oh, How lucky you are! Snakes are considered as a symbol of
good luck. ” I was very surprised to hear that. My curiosity and fearless positive
act brought me good luck.

Let me give you another instance of how I tried to catch Kairos. When I was a
junior high school student, I had a big dream of being a top tennis player in this
district. Naturally I joined the tennis club, when I entered the school. But I was
disappointed to know that the members of the club were not so eager to practice.
They seemed to be a group of players killing time together. So I decided to change
this atmosphere. What I did first was to exchange cheerful greetings and smiles.
And another thing that I kept in mind was not to blame the players who couldnt
play well. In due course, everything in our club began to change. Everybody
began to play eagerly. In the end, our team did quite better compared with the
results of previous years. Through this experience I thought I acquired leadership,
which, in turn, brought me nearer to the god of Kairos.

An unforgettable thing happened during the last summer vacation. I thought it
was the moment when I grasped Kairos by the forelock. I participated in Global
Leader Summer Camp. High school students in the Kyushu area attended the
camp, and this aim was to prepare us for a role as a young leader in the future. At
the camp  Mr. Atuyoshi Saisho was invited and spoke to us as a guest speaker.
He spoke about his experience of Bangladesh. Their educational system faced two
difficulties; firstly the number of teachers was scarce and secondly children were
living far away from school. His solution was to go there and introduce video
lessons which helped to solve the two issues at the same time. He was only 26
vears old. He was ten years older than I, and was working for people of other
foreign country with a global point of view. I really admired him. This meeting



with Mr. Saisho gave me a chance to grasp the Kairos’ forelock.

I hadn’t had any clear idea of my future before I met him. His quick action and
wide knowledge stimulated me to a clear vision for my future. In the past I
studied very diligently to get good scores in tests. I had no aim in my studying.
Now I have changed my view of life. I'd like to do something for other people in a
world-wide scale like him. I'd like to acquire state-of-the art technology, through
which I hope I will contribute to people in the world.

Curiosity, leadership, and a chance meeting given to me as gifts from above have
enabled me to grasp Kairos’ forelock and I hope this will surely help to make my
dream come true.

Thank you for listening .
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Have you ever been to America?

I went to America during summer vacation.

I learned and experienced many things there.

At first, I was nervous about going abroad, but my feelings changed.

They became feelings of pleasure day by day. At last, I left for America.

When I arrived in America, I used English while shopping.

It was a great experience to visit “Google “and Stanford university.

I did a homestay for five days.

At first, I was nervous, but my host family was very kind. So, I was relieved.
After finishing a welcome party, I went to their house.

During my stay, they took me to many places and I experienced various things.
We went to a baseball stadium to watch a game.

There were many people and I was very excited to see the differences between
Japanese baseball fans and American ones.

But it was very dirty in the stadium after the game finished.

It was a big difference between Japan and America.

I also went to an amusement park and enjoyed it a lot.

At that time, I became used to communicating in English.

The next day, I went to school. The class was very difficult for me.

Many students spoke to me, so I was very happy.

Japanese people are shy and passive but American people are active.

I felt the difference.

The happy time passed in a flash and I had to say goodbye.

I was sad and cried, but I promised “T'll be back for sure.”

I learned and experienced so many things during my stay in America.

The most precious thing to me was that I could meet new people,

especially my host family and friends. This made me grow as a person.

I am very sure that this experience will help my future a lot so I would like to thank
everyone.

I also would like to study English harder to communicate with various people.
I would like to learn cultures of other countries.

Thank you.
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What's your goal ?

I have a goal. It’s to be a globally active person.

I believe discrimination and prejudice are born by not understanding other people.
“Discrimination and prejudice” are “SABETSU TO HENKEN” in Japanese.

To lose those, it is important to understand and accept the thoughts of other people.

Not only Japanese people but also people around the world.

Examining that, I know there are people who know a world that I don’t know.

Also, there are people who don’t know the world I know.

This applies to many people. Many people say that the world is connected by

information technology.

But it’s only in the developed countries. I don’t think the world is connected.

To make the world connected, I want many people to understand different thoughts

and cultures.

I believe that English is useful to understand those things.

However not many people can use English.

So I want to use English to connect the world for the people.

This idea changed my way of thinking. So, I want to be a globally active person.

I have been to America for nine days this summer.
I had many chances to talk with many people; clerks, classmates and my host
family.
There are many things in common between American and Japanese students.
We like the same things, for example, animations, sports, and so on.
But I couldn’t tell them about Japanese culture.
They know Japan but they don’t know Japanese culture. They are not interested in
it.
So, I need communication skills to tell it in natural English. I'm going to study
English harder.
My experience in America gave me confidence and made me positive

After that, I came back to Japan.

I was able to talk with people who I have never talked to before.

I also became used to foreign ways of teaching.

I will make use of this experience and make efforts to approach my goal.
Thank you for listening.
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My impression of an American school
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I went to the U.S. to study English during the summer vacation.

I learned a lot there.

There are many differences between Japan and the U.S.

What surprised me the most was the U.S. school.

First, students don't have their own classroom in the U.S.

They have to move from room to room during break times.

Break times are only 3 minutes!

When the chime rings for the end of the class, students leave the room even when
the teacher is still talking.

It was very interesting but that's impossible in our school!

Second, there are not many school rules.

They don't have school uniforms.

Most students bring their own cell phones and girls wear nail polish.

They bring or buy snacks then eat them during the break time between 2nd and
3rd period.

After eating snacks, they move to the next room.

Third, they take classes positively.

They seemed to be enjoying the classes.

Of course, nobody slept there.

When the teacher asks for an opinion, they all raise their hands, then give their
opinions in order.

In our school, most students study hard and do club activities and student
council eagerly

But some students cannot concentrate during the lessons and doze off.

I noticed students in the U.S. learn by themselves.

I learned an important thing from them.

To learn is to change.

From here on, I'll continue my English studies.

In the future, I think I want to learn like them in an American university.

Thank you for listening.
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Hello, everyone.

Seeing is believing.

I went to the U.S. during summer vacation.

I saw many things and I had many precious experiences.

The most memorable thing was my homestay in Sunnyvale City, California.
There were 5 people in my host family.

There were a father, a mother, two sons and a daughter.

My host father guided me through the big house.

I noticed I entered their house without taking off my shoes.

Of course, I knew in the U.S. they don't take off their shoes while in their house.
But for the first time, I entered a house with my shoes on!

It was uncomfortable for me.

I was very nervous so I couldn't sleep well the first night of my homestay.
The next day, I got up around 7.

My host father left home then.

I heard he was an office worker and his office was near his house.

Why did he leave home so early?

Then he came home around 3:30.

3:30!

He explained this to me slowly.

He works with office workers in New York.

There is a 3 hour time difference between California and New York.

That's why he works from 6 in the morning to 3 in the afternoon.

I already knew about time differences.

But then I was able to feel them through my host father.

After talking, he asked me " Let's eat out ! What do you want to eat, Shunsuke? "
Isaid " Well ..." I couldn't decide.

He said gently " In the U.S., you should tell your opinion clealry. "

So I made up my mind. I will tell my opinion clearly.

" Where do you want to go tomorrow ? " my host father asked.

I said " Supermarket ! "

He said " Good job, Shunsuke ! "

I had a courage to communicate in English.

I want to communicate in English with people all around the world through my
experience in the U.S.

Thank you for listening.
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